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To the Reverend 
Sic ROBERT FOSTER; 
AND 
Sic THO MeAS TIRRELL 


Knights, 


His Majzs TIZs Juſtices of the Countt 


of Common Pleas at Weſtminſter, 
Judges for the Weſtern Cirevir, 


AND 


To the Honourable and Right Worſhipfull, 
the Juſtices of the peace for the County 
of WILTS. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Ram Hat I preſume to affix your Names to this 
[GN Sermon, ts to let the world know, that as 
r Jour Favour i ot foriaking owr Ca- 
thedrall, 1 had the Opportuntty to Preach 


mn #, ſo by your defire, aud at the Inſtance 

of divers Honourable and Worſhipfull Perſons, Juſtices of 
the Peace, and others it nas commited to the Preſs, 

The truth is, my Lords, you and thoſe worthy Gentle- 

men did more then deſire it, Tow aſſured me ( as a Mo- 

Tak, "ee 


THE EPISTLE 


tive for you to ask , and me to grant that it would be we. 
ry uſeful for the Publick, Azd thts had with me the Ny. 
ture of a Command; berauſe I count it my duty, as: 
Miniſter of Chriſt, to promote by all lawfull wayes, the 
erue intereſt of Chriſtianuy gxemplary Piety, Kepeut- 
ance, Purity and” Peace,” 

__ theſe bleſſed Ends (wherein the Happineſs; 
and wellfare of a Church and Nation conſiſt ) have been 
by Gods Grace (though with much Frailty and Weak- 
zfs ) the'conſtant Objeits off my. £1deauours\in the wrt 
of the Miniſtery, ſo now mare. eſpecally , ſince God has 
been pleaſed ſo miraculouſly to be ſeen: 11 our Delrue- 
rance , and bappy Reſtauration, For though Gods Judge; 
ments allwayes (ignally call for Repentarce, yet me thuki 
his Mercies, much mare; b*cauſg he.has promiſed that 
Chrifts People ſhall be willipg in the day of bis po- 
wer, in the Beauty of holinefs froni-the'womb of 
the Morning, when the lively fruitfull Dews of Grate 
fall,; that renew the face of the Earth., and'make it freſh 
adyontdlalec -11; 5 2424 52 to 22ociu 

And as theſe times are Tires of Mercy, ſo 1 thought, 
that healing Diſcourſes were the fitteſt, But then that 
the Cure might be ſound axdreall, not Palliative and 
falſe, /thowght it proper at this Seaſon (the Embleme 
of the great Aſſizc) to ſearch the wound unto the battome, 
Andltherefore I made choice of a Scripture, wotſo mui 
ta teach you your Duties, (which 1 bad good Reaſon to hope 
you better underſtood, than to need my Admonttion) as10 
make my Auditory ſenſible of thoſe” fins, that had drawn. 
down ogr heavy Judgements, that ſo laying them taheart, 
they might leave the Magiſtrate leſs work by a Cardia! Re- 
vn; and more priſe Gods Mercies, ſo miraculouſly 

efowed on us , when me had leaſt Reaſon to expeBi H_ 
cual, 


I 


DED-ICATORY. 
lerauſe by bis CorreRions, we bad ſo little been prepared 
for them, | 

, Tet becauſe I ſaw God bad drawn a wonderfull Veil of 
Mercy between our S1ns, and bis Judgements,and that the 
King and bis great Council,were /o ſollicitous and cares 
full tn Preparing and Paſsing ſo unparallel'd an AGt of 
Grgce and perpetual/ Oblivion, 7 reſolved z0t to meddle 
vith any Perſons, or Parties, concerned in that At, but 
piththe crimes of the Text, and the V ices of the Nation, 
and ſtil to fix on ſuch Motrues, as the Text naturally ſag- 
gefted, to make us bury our Animoſities, and with all 
Humility to adore the Hand 77 the Clouds, 4nd notre- 

gard the rods, aud the Scourges, wherewithwe were bea- 

ten, And where tn the Application 4 was forced to ſpeak 
of the ſins, that had made us like-Jeruſalem, in the Pu- 
niſhment, 7 ::duſtriouſly confined my ſelf to thoſe , that 
bad been in the Melting Pot. And I bave reaſon tobleſs 
God, that the great Sufferers, and prime Objefs of my 

Diſcourſe, were ſo ſenſible of my reproots , that they 

gave me hearty thanks, 

As for the reſt of the Audience, they were ſo uncons 
cerned 1 my Thoughts, that I could not Le ſo unchart- 
table to :magize, they would: ſo much! own and counte- 
nance the ſins of the Text, as to concerve themſelves aim- 
ed at iz the Deſcription of thoſe: ſins, And it muſt be 
their own unchrifttan Imprudence , if by any ſiniſter 
Conſtruion, they turned that into Satyre,wbich 1 de- 
livered a Sermon, And 1 wiſh them timely to conſider, 
whether ſuch unjuſt Apprehenſions may not deprive 
them of a right to our Mercees, by entitling themſelves as © 
yet to thoſe {1ns,that have drawn down ſuch Judgements. 

Yet if any Sanballats and Tobiahs ft:ll malzgning the 
bappy reftauration 44 Building our Jeruſalem and 
| - ial 'Tewple, 


THE EPISTLE 
Temple, 11! th:nk themſelves concerned, when the ſing 
ſoſorely threatned, and ſharply puniſhed in Gods People, 
are but named and deſcribed, this wil ozely argue ther 
guilr,that ſtill fares them in the Face, and will net ſufer 
them to forget, what their Brethren have reſolved to tu) 
in perpetual oblivion; axd they are too much ile the Ry. 
man Dame, whoſe trembling at the noyle of the LiRors 
whip (that was the Enſign of her S:ifters Honour) did 
palpably betray the meanneſs of ber preſent condition, But 
as 1 thought not of any ſuch Self-libellers, as theſe, ls, 
fore the Sermon was Preached, (o 7 ſball l:ſs think of 
them now} when it comes from the Prels. 

I have better work . at preſent , to praife God for his 
Mercies zz the removal of h:s judgements,and bunt 
beſeech him, that by thepower of bis Grace, he would ut 
an end to our {ins,left they make us unworthy of the conti- 
nuance of his mercies, And as he has reſtored us.cur 

udges asat the firſt, and our Counſellors as attte 
31, ſo he would make your, my Lords, and Gentle. 
men, very eminent among thoſe, whom he has deſigned to 
dreſs aud polifh «s by Juſtice and Judgement, that 
fo being zow delivered from the hands of our enc: 
mies, we may all ferve God without fear, in holinels, 
and rietwecuiieh before him all the dayes of our 
life, azd becom: a fairhfull City, a Ciry of Righte, 
ouinels, And this ſhall be the Prayer of, 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


Yopr 1nioft faithful ſervant in Chrift Jeſu 


WILLIAM CREEDE. 


JUDAHS PURGING 
'IN 
THE MELTING POT. 


Py —H— 


Ifaiah I, vet. 25, 26. 


And I will turn my band upon thee, and 
purely purge away thy droſs, andtake «- 
way all thy Tinne. 


Aud I will reſtore thy Tmdges 45 at the firſt, 
and thy Counſellors, as at the beginning : 


efterward thou ſbalt be called theCity of 
Righteouſneſs, the fauthfull City. 


The Context runs thus, 


Verſ, 21, How is the faithfull City become ax Har- 
lot > tt was full of judgement, righteouſneſs lodged 
init, but; now murderers. 

22, Thy ſilver is become droſs, thy wine mixt with 
water, 

23, Thy Princes are rebellious, and companions of 
threves : etery one loveth gifts, and follawerh af- 

+2 11:81:51 ter 


® Eſay 1.1. 


b 1 Cor- 104 
in. 
* Kom, 15. 4. 


1 Cor.9.9,10, 
3 Cor.10.11, 


Eſfay 1.27, 


JFUDAHN'S purging 
L ter rewards : t judge z0t the fi ather leſs F, Retthey- 
doth the cauſe of the widow come unto them, 
24, Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, the Lord of boſts, 
. the wighty one 0 1ſrael, Ab, I will eaſe me of nyng 
*_ adur[dries,and avenge me of mineenemits, 
25. And I will turs my band upon thee, Fc, 
27. Zion ſhalbe redeemed with judgement, and her 


oanyests witha;gbteguſnely.. ' 
* A _— WF F.S 4 WS £ Lf 


Ap 


He words indeed are a Prophecy con. 
cerning Judah and Jerufalem 3 ver 1, 
| 74 bur hea d calculaced for every Me. 
ED CZ 111k Ur Chmmrly,! here God has 
d ” 4 oy - a wraLE b Teſe things, faith the A. 
polte,happenegto them for enſarnþIes, advert © 
ten for our 1ſt7uron. y {bY D Ze HINuy 

. And, though this be Gods-.odnſtant Methed, yct 
no Nation under Reaventhegbad-a mone: figuallox- 
periment.of the Accompliſhment of this Prophe 
£&y iv: the firſt, and moſt eminent parrs of it, then 
our fclves, . Ye ave ſerfiblybeen tauihy by. our 
late affi&id! Not eeriebs arid: ahe; wow: hepp; 


Reſtauration of our former Judges and Couiſelloys, 


that it belongs tons, as well, a5 to-Fudah and Jery- 
ſalem, And God grant, that as our late milerics 
and judgements have not been to. dezoure, but one- 
Iy.ro reſize us, ſo-we may have a,ſhare in the /ſſue 
and Evert of the Prophecy, and that our 44ag1/irates 
and M:ifteys, that God:has reſtored tous, may 


| have a powerfull influence on our true Reſorma- 


tion; that our Zan maybe redeemed with Judgement, 


ad be \Oonrvenss avnth, Reghteanſueſs, --. 


You {ce the T&xt exactly ſquares with the may 
| an 


mw 9, wo RX = www ft, _ 89ÞXTfor 
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and this Occaſion, For here the Prophet 'repre> .* +>: + * 
- Wl ſents 0 you Gods dealings in the ures. 
' WW his people under the Metaphor of a Founder, asit 
were melting and dreſs:ag them to be fit weſſels of his 
SarFluary, And I will tern mine band upon thee, wud 
} WH porch purge away thy drofs, ©. 
Wherein obſerve a double ork, or Operation of 
this 77 nba Artift, with the 1ſue and E- 
vent Of it, 
" WM lathe firſt work, we have God like the Goldſmith 
_ WJ laying his bard upon the Metall, which he' finds cor- 
; Wl cupted and embaſed beyond all poſfibiliey. of ſcowr- 
. WH #2220 then breatzag it.in pieces by his judgements , 
. WJ 2nd caſting itinto the Fornace of Affirzoz to purific 
it from its roſs, and refine it from. the Ti#n. And./ 
» WH vill turn mine hand upon thee, &c, 
In the ſecond, we have Gods dealing with the 
Metall now pur:fiedand melted, He brings it tothe 
| WH #e!, and the Aruile, the Hammey and the File, the 
- WJ 2«tyand the Ole to ſhape and faſhions. dreſrand po. 
WI 'þ it for the great Maſters oſe. He reſtores unto , avin, Jn, 
| WH them good Mageftrates, and good Meiners *-men of gju;, any” 0- 
_ WH lawhull Authority for Commeſs:0p,, and -of folid In- thers - after 
teprity for, Executzon ; fuch Judges as they had at forft, —_—_ 
and fuch Counſellors as-at:the begtnming : the :0ne- tO here alſo ua- 
- WH ſhape and drefs, them by Judgement rand Fuftice: in c—_—_ 
X D «322! ; Bl 6 926 HO! | i _ irates, that 
WY iis and orcs nadertiond ira the Refteration 87th Ducts end cho Prophery 
ſadrus Exre, Joſueh Nheſon of Feſedrik., and the 'Apofiles and Minifters of the 
Wh Goel. Bucinferrs romgatieet, to hive:heen linerally\ and priwarily fulfilled 
under Hezekiab, who reſtore: ape Prieſt nefthe Levitexco. the ce of the Lord; 
though-ſecundatiy ,/ an& in type, it'referrs ro all ſach future Reftauration in the 
(Ghoreh, '' Compare 2 ChroD. caps; 29, 1304/31, and /2-Kings x8, and the ſtories of 
| Urgiab, Juham, Abezy with ahe firſt Chap. of Jſajeb, 
"ny EY B 2 puniſbing 
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«pfal,r01.9, putiſhing | offenders, and * eutting off -all evil drer 


from the «ty of the Lord, the other to fcoure andyy. 


b2Tiw.3.15, Jiſh - them by. ſound dofrime>, and ſeaſonable je. 


16,17, 


proof, by wholeſome corretion and inſtraftion in Rights. 
ouſneſs. And 1 nill reſtore unto thee thy Judges, &c, 
And then the 1ſ#e and Event is (which 1s the third 
Branch of the Text) the veſſels of Gold and Silyer 
thus purified and faſhioned become ſanftified indeed 
and veſſels unto honour, Afterward thou ſhalt be called 
the Citie of Righteouſneſs, the faithfull Cirre, or accor- 
ding toithe Hebrew Idiome, thou ſhalt really &, 


-as thow art valled,'| or, as Calum, thou'fhalr be ſoe- 


minently'a juſt and religious people, that all Ne 
tions round about ſhall rake notice, and ſpeak of it 
and call thee, as thou art, | | 


Of theſe ir} the Order propofed, And firſt ofthe 
firſt, Gods purifying of bis People from their toſs, wid 
their Tin by the fire of Affiitzon, 

And I w_ turn my hand upon thee, &c; + 


128 It beginns with a Copulative.” Andthis ſhewstle 
XK its Connexion -and-dependence' of this A& and' Ope- 


LXXIL. 


Lam, &; I T, 


' national] Judgement, 


ration on the former, at the ſame inſtant, that God 


will avenge bimfelf upon his Adverſartes, 'he will turs 
bis hand on Zn, \Nhence obfetve;*Fhat when the 
fins of a Nation are at the height , God brings 

\, He kindles, a fire 1 Z102,, and it wevours chew 
foundations thereof: In- common} Calamitics all ſul 


"fer alike.” The Plague ,” the $word,,” the Fainig 


(Gods National whips and ſcourges-};:miakeinod- 


ſtintion,” The Googatid Bad are cquially expoled 
wo 


+ _—_— ww j® « WF wx 


ad. Gr — Gow ww. oo cw. NyÞ tw mc > on 
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in the Melting pot. 


gnto their fury, The fire in the Fornace as. well fu: 
rioully ſcorches the LCLOMS metall , asthe Tix, and 

41ſs. The onely difference is inthe ſue ofthe work, 

and the deſigs of the Artificer: and God with the ſelf- 
le Jucgements wherewith he eaſes himſelf of 
his Adverſartes, refines and melts. his people, that are 

incovenant with him, 

Whence learn we not to paſs cenſure on private 
perſons in common Calamities, Let us nor think 
them worſe, 0/2 whom the Tower tn Siloe fell, then the Luke 13. 4. 
reſt of Jeruſalem that eſcaped : or that thoſe were 
the very worſt. and moſt ſeditous of all the Galilears, 
whole Llood Pilate mingled with thetr ſacrifices, and lo 
periſhed in their. Rebellion, Bur conſider we what 
our Saviour has told us Luk, 13,3, 5, againſt ſuch 
Cenſurers, 7 tell you nay, but except ye repent, ye 
ſball all likewiſe periſh, He that ſinks in a common 
Calamuy, may be better then any that are ſpared : 
nay Tomerimes the &eſt and chrefeſt in a Nation fall 
ſooneſt under the Burden, 

Bur then. many times this happens not for their 
own, bur others {1ns, ever; of thoſe: that are often 
pared in the Judgement, When the People murmu- 
red againſt God, be was angry , ſaies the Pſalmiſt, with Plal- 106.32 
Moſes, ( their Ruler ) for therr ſakes. A pious K ng 


Luke 13+ 2, ' 


may be deſtroyed by, and for the fins of thoſe, that 


conſpire his deſtruQion, Or (ſecondly, God ſome- 
times takes away the Good man from the emrl yet to - 
come, when he has greater plagues in ſtore, Or third-- 
ly, that the wicud may have nq Mediators, no Inter 


| (fo:s left, to bind his hands,. and wr-ftle withhim 3 Exod. 32« 
aFrajer., as Moſes did, when he reſolves to de- 197 6 


Pal. 165. 23. 


roy ther, . We donor Þ find: tex righteous perſans  Gen,18-32. 


in 
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in the foure Cities of the RR Lit and hi 

Fatnily dwelt in Soom, teft it mighthave#een ſpp 

red for tens ſake. | | 

© .And no injuftice at all-in this. For asthe beg 

men have their fins , and he thar ts teat guilty in « 

Nation has ſome way or other helped to add tothe 

publick Banck ; ſo the worſt may:, through God 

mercy to them in Chriſt, be repricved in National 

Judgements, ro give them ſpace torepent ( ir was 

wicked Jezabels caſe Revel. 2. 21.) or he may re- 

ſerve theta for whips and ſcovrges to puniſh an ty- 

ocriticall people, as hefaved the © Traytor Jere- 

<5 08-1 bog from thetword of his Prince, that ſo he might 

2 Chron.13.6 be thed ſcourge to Rehoboam the ſon of a © withed 

- Kings 1. rather. And 1t they make not good uſe of this Re- 
» 32,33. 2 . 

compared 'pricve, God has greater Judgements in ſtore (4; 

_ _ 9 he had for impenitent Jezavel, Revel, 2, 22,23,) 

er King, 11, and when the difcipline is ended, then the Aſſr:a 

3,2. &c,w the f Rod of his Anger, muſt be thrown into the fire, 

the 11. Quiſ- 2nd f another nation (ball viſit and ruine them, for 

effor eſt, Sa- the evil of Gods People, to which they were infiry- 


. lomone major rentall 

ave melior,ant F 
charior non 

eft, qui tamen quamgdiv in viis Domigi-ambulavit, tamdin'gratiam, quam de Domino 
fuerat conſecutus, obtinuit, Poſtquam dereliquir Domini viam perdidit & gratiam 
Domini. Er ideo ſcriptum eft, Tene quod habes ne alius -accipiar Coronam. yy 
an de Eccleſ. Unirate ſev fimpligitate Przlat.p 171. edit, Froben. Bafil. Byt 
wicked will turn from all bir fins, that 'he bath commined, and keep all a1y Faruies, andy 
that which is lawful and right. he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not dye, Ezck. 18. 21. 4nd 
that So/omon repented of his evil wayes., I have reaſon to imagine, and that Eccles 
es was the ſignal fruirof his Repentance, Ff Efay 10.5, 12. | 


, _ 10,x4,  Letnot then the 8 Axe boaſt rt ſelf ara the wood, 
Es at iSÞVeed, and tay, 1am better 4A, pr maych 
lefs againſt bim that 'beweth therewith : Lt 
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t has elcaped a common. Calanuty, thiok is was 
be his Rm ohes, that he fell not, as other men, 
Gods Judgements as we. read in Þ Dazzel and the bDan.12.4 5 
pvelgizon, are fill ſealed, They. are ſecret hidden — & 
things tO Us, and we know not the Cauſes nor the ——+ DMN 
Juſtuce of them, Nevertbeleſs,as the Apoſtle * 2 Tim, * 2 Tim. 2,19 
2. 19, the foundation of the Lord ſtandeth (ure, having 
this ſeal, the Loyd knowetb them, that are his, And let 
every 6144 that but nameth the. zame of Chriſt depart from 
inquity. Thar is + our buſineſs ax all times ; cles 
catly m publick Calamitics.., 4 3#: (ecr etthiv $ {NS +D:ur.29.25; 
winding intrisate-Paths of Providence and } ger 
ment again{t-qn. hypocritigall People) belong unto 
the Loyd, We may ice indeed who ſuffer $2 and what 
ſcourge falls upon him, but then we know not the 
2x4, or reaſon of the ſtroak. ; 
- Iris not; thew for us $a pry into Gods Cauſels 
when he is at his work-of Judgement VVhen. the 
Founder ſits at the Melting pot, none can know, but 
him(elt,, why this piece of Metall firſt goes into 
the flame: or why that ather is reſerved. Gods 
Judgements , layes: the * Plalmiſt, are a great deep, + pral. 35:8; . 
notto be fathomed by us. 

Norather , let it humble us under his ſin-ayen= 


ging hand, and make us tremble at the ſeverity of 


bis wrath, and abhor our awn vilencls, that makes 
him (pare none, Good, þad, all alike, we ſec, Iye 
under a common Calamity: and the beſt are cither 
firſt taken away, or-are the moſt eminent in ſuffer- 
ings, Let it teach us toadore his Juſtice in wonder 
and Silexce,'and make us lay our hands on our lips, 
4 } Davie did, and be dumb, and open n0t our mouth, + pqyi.,29.95 
tecauſe God die ir, 'Or rather let us lay our hands on 
our 


8 
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our hearts, and judge not others, but our ſelves} 


2 Saw.12.7, and lay as Nathan did to David, we, we are the men; 


Elay 37.5. 


We have brought this deſtrugion on our Princes, 
and on our Brethren, Ler ir make us lift vas 
Prayers for the remnant that is left, As the Judge. 
ment has been National and Publick, fo let all the 


Joel 2,16, 17. (congregation, the Elders,the Sucklings, the Bride 


Eſay 1. 24+ 


Job 25.3. 


the Prieſts, all cry out, ſpare thy IN O Lord, and 
give not thine heritage to reproach, Let our Prayen 
and our Repentance be as large and publick as our 
'Sins and Miſcries have been, ' Alas ! let us not :on- 
ſider who was ſtruck, or whoſpared,or who threat 
ned in the defolation, bur' the hazd, that did fitike 
us. The Author of the Puniſhment, the next thing 
conſiderable, 


And that is one ſufficient enough for ſuch a work, 
For he wants nor Power, nor Skll, nor Authority to 
cffe& it, becauſe he is the Lord, the Lord of Hoſs, 
the mighty oe of 1ſrael, as he deſcribes himſelf in 
the verſe before the Text, to ſhew his ownftrength, 
and our weaknels, and affright the finner to Repens 
tance, 

For his Power, he 1s the Lord of hoſis, the mighty ane: 
and 7s there any number of his Armies 2 as it's Job2;, 
3. And certainly methinks this alone ſhould hum- 
ble us, were we rationall Creatures. For do peprs 


1 Cor. 10 22. 1oke the Lord, the Lord of hots, to Jealouſie > Aremt 


ſtronger then he, that is,the mighty one of Iſrael} Ate 


Efay 33*14- any of us able to dwell with his Everlaſting burnings 


Are we {ufficient to meet him with our ten thol- 
ſand weakneſſes,that comes againſt us with his tweb 
ty thouſand Judgements > Me thinks when an_ 


in the Melting pot, 


nall Plague is broke im upon us,. it. ſhould humble 
and terribly amare us, that it is the: King of Krngs, 
and Lord of hoſts, one higher, one ſtronger then all, 
that {mites uszthat can conſume us w#th thevery breath Plal,18.8, - . 
of bis noſirilsz, us , that- are as ſtubble betore ' the re WP 
flames, and chaff before the wind, that like &gypts wing 
horſes, are fleſh and not Spirit > 

Though in our Brave, with + Sexnacherih ,, we. 
talk high, and threaten what we will do againſt the | 
enemy at home, or abroad, yet * Letiathay has a * Verb 29. 
lot iz bis Noſtrils, the. wan horſe hath 8 bridle tn his 
pps : he ſhall go, but to' the compals of his Line, 
and whether T God himſelf by his allwiſe Provi- 4, 0. 
dence ſhall guide him to deſtroy, * Therefore thus example of 
ſaith the Lord concerning the King of Aſſyris, He ſhall ——_— 
not come #nto this City, nor ſhoot an Arrow there, 10r kind we have 
come before it with ſhields, nor caſt 6 Banck againſt it, Exechiel 21, 
3) the way that he came, by the ſame ſhall he return, and gy at 
ſhall rot come #nto this City ſaith the Lord, For 1 will in loe. 

defend this City to ſave 1Þ for my own ſake, and for. my , £29 87-993 
n ſervant Davids ſake, So again , Eſay 54,16, Behold Eſay 54-56. 
ſajes God, I have created the Smith that bloweth the coles 

Win the fre, and that bringeth forth his 1nfiruments for 
Wd If work, and I bave created the Waſter to deſtroy, But 
'- BY can he go further then God pleaſes ? - No. Ir fol- 
lows v.17, No weapon that is formed agatnſt thee , ya, s; 


- 


T Efay 37.24: 
25s 


ASTOESARLRASTRSYE 


ca 


[ 
ſhall proſper : and every tongue that fball riſe agai 
« thee Fi Jalpemens, thog Takes : this 15 56g 
Wii the ſervants of the Lord, 
k And therefore, + wo unto him that ftreverh with + x6y 49.9, 
1 "5 Maker : Let the Potſbearas ftrive with (their equals), 
WM "* Petſbeards of the Earth: Shall the Clay ſay to him 
[il '* f«ſbioneth 5t, what makeſt = or thy work, he hath) 
0 


10 FUDAH'S purging 
| #0 hands 2 No,' conſider we what he fayes alittle 
* fey 45+, before tothis purpoſe of Cyrus ,- * whoſe right hand 
he had holden toſubdue Nations before him, Eſay 54, 5 
» "To 1am the Lord and there is none elſe, there 1s no Gu 
befiddes me : Thave girded thee with ſtrength, though thiu 
haft not known me. - | 
This for the conſideration of Gods Power to hum. 
ble us, in a common Calamity. None fo ſtrong as 
he 3 none {o weak as we arc. 
_ But thennor onely ſtreagth and mrght are his ; but 
wiſdome, and comnſelltoo, to effe&, whatſoever he 
pleaſes, He Riles himſelf zhe Lord, for that. 4 
Jer.32.15,18, Lord God, fayes Jeremy c. 32. 17, 18, 19, Lehuld 
19. thou haft made the Heauen az the earth — aud theres 
nothing toohavd for thee—Great 11 Counſell aud might 
in work; for thene eyes are open upon all the wayes of the 
 Jonnes of men, to grue"every one according to his wayes, 
and the frust of his doings, 
Ve when a Judgement comes, may ſtrive and 
plot and labour what we canto prevent ir, Whit 
2 Rings 18, © Ryubſhaketh ſpake tally concerning Hezelrah, is0l- 
19120 ten too trac of our Policies and: Stratagems. ut 
confidence is this, wherein we truſt > we ſay ( butthe 
are bat vain words) we have Counſel, and ſtrength 
the nary, But talk, and think, what we will z No 
Counſel ſhall profper againſt his detcrminationto 
puniſh a rebellious People, . For whar ſayes hein 
Eſay 46. 10. Eſay 46. C. 10, 11?" My Comrſell ſhall ſtand, and 1nil 
ils do all my pleoſure , callixg a ravenous tird from iit 
eaſt , the man that exeruteth my Counſel, from afart 
Country ; yes I have ſpoken it , and 1 will bringiti0 
paſs, I have pur poſedit, T nil alfs do it, 
We are apt on all fidesto lay the blame on eul” 
Counſel, 


in the Melting pa. 

Comſell, How readily do we charge our Miſcries 
on this mans Treaſon , or the others Folh> It ſucha 
one had been wiſe , or hoxeſt, ro have adviſed the 
Prince in good time , or ſuch an one had not been 
falſe, to reveal his counſels, or conlpire againſt him, 
none of theſe Calamities had followed, Bur fools as 
wearc, not to think of our own {ws , that are . the 
truc cauſes of all our miſcarriages, the reſt are but 
occaſions, When God is relolved to viſit a People 
in Judgement, he catches the wiſe 1# therr own craft , 
and turns the counſels of the Sages of the Nation , 
like thoſe of the Oracle, Achitophel, into fooliſhneſs. 
And by his Providence he blaſts the beſt direions; 
cither making wiſe adtiſes to be rejected as varn, or 
raiſing up a Huſhai to match Achitopbel, a Craftyer 
then they, to counterwork all their Plots, and bring 
them to confuſion, 

This ſhould teach us not to look on any kind of 
Inſtruments, eve! Counſellours, or others, that God 
makes uſe of, for our chaſtiſement, How apt have 
weallalong been to complain, ( and yet this Mil- 
take is not purged out of us tothis day ) againſt this 
mans Craft and rhe others Folly ; againſt this mans 
Raſbreſs and the others Treachery, this Laymans Fa- 
fon, and that Pries ſeditious Rhetorick ; this Tradeſ= 
mars Covetouſneſs, and that Gentlemans Malice ;, this 
Citiz2ns Pride, and that Courtiers- Ambition? Bur 


have we thought of our ſizs, and of our God, whole 


Providence and Wiſdome has overruled our own 
{as, to be our own Puniſbments> Sure things had 
been far better, if we had looked up to God, and 
adored the ſtrange Abyſs of his wifdome in all our 
Puniſhment, wud had not fallen on zvferiour = 

C 3 that 


2 Sam.1$ 31. 
2 Sam,16-23 


Amos 3+ 56+ 


Elay 7.17. 


Efay 10, 5,6. 


Efay 7. 20. 
Elay 45. 15 
PL 
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that cando nothing. of themſelves, but onely as 
direQs, 

For as he has Power and wiſdome, lo he has the 
onely Rght, to chaſtiſe, He is not onely the Lord 
hoſts, but the mighty one of Iſrael roo, to ſhew hi 
Right and Authority to punith : none can do it, but 
He. - for as the Prophet asks the Queſtion Ame 3, 
werſ.5,6. Can a bird fall ina ſnare upon the earth, 
where 10 grane1s for him > Shall there Le evil in Ci, 
aud the Lord hath not done it ? He it js, that b1ſſes jr 
the Fly (the Horſemen) #7 the uttermoſt parts of the Ri. 
vers of «Egypt, and for the Bee ( the ſpearandarroy) 
that 1s in the Land of Aſſyzia, Eſay 7.17. And he 
uſually rewards them with unexpeed fuccels, 
whom he raiſes for vengeance, O Aſſyria, the ru 
of mine Anger, and the ſtaff in their baud is my Ialig- 
nation, I milt ſend him agatuſt an bypecriticall Nation, 
and againſt the. people of my wrath -will-1 grve bins 
charge to take the ſporl, and to take the prey, and to tread 
them down like mire tn the ſizeets,, Hence it is that 
God compares him to a Raſor that is hired tdr..this 
purpoſe , Efay 7.20. And for this, caule he calls 
Cyrus his. ano:uted, whom he had raiſed up unexpe- 
&edly to the throne, and proſpered him to Zeat dur 
the Gates of Braſs, and looſe the loynes of Kings, ail 
receive the Treaſures of Darkneſs, Elay 45. v. 1,23, 

The Inſtruments of all our Miſeries, could n&- 
ver have been able to have done anything againl 
us,unleſs God had not onely given it them in cage, 
bur aſs;ted them to doit, We blametheir Prideand 


and Covetouſneſs and Amtition.; and we do nott- 
- miſs. But our- ſpoyles and Plunder were the 


rages, God beſtowed ppon them for their ſervice. 


And 


in the Melting pot, 


Andthey were Gods Hzrel:ngs, when they knew it 
zot, and onely deſigned to ſerve their luſts, and o- 


he WY bey cheir own ambitions, Even heathen Cyrus was 
/o WM Gods 4n9tnted, though he was ignorant of him, And 
ti the A{[j71472 Was his hired ſervant, bowbeit , as it is in 


our Prophet, that be meart not ſo, but onely to deſtroy 
aud cut off Nations not a few. 


; This ſhould help ro bury our A:moſities on all 
';, Ml ſlides. Conſider we, that they bave been Gods in- 


{ruments, his Fire and Hammer to break us for the 
Fornace, and melt us from our dreſs and T7, The Di- 
vel, Gods Executioner, and wicked men his {ub- 
ſtitutes, are all but in a cþ477z, They could nor fall 
on Jobs cattel, or ſubſtance, or touch his Perſon , 
till God gave them leave, Nay they could not en- 
ter into the G adarers Swrze, without Chyiſis permil; 
ſion, 
| And yet God, in this, is not the Author, nor A- 
4 Wecticr of their fin, no more then the Apothecary 
t WM {egets che Scorpion and the Viper, which he makes 
s WF into an Antidote z or the Gold{mith Creates the 
s WE Fire, whoſe Fury he makes ule of , to refine his 
» WH Mctall, The Sinner isa Sinner fill, Fudas was nc- 
; WI ver a whit the leſs Trartor,or the Jews lefs Parricides, 
the one in Letrayzrg , the other in murdering the Lord 
of life, becauſe by their malice God brought re- 
- WH demption to the world , by the death of his Son, 
And herein appears, as well the ſtrange wiſdome, as 
the Power of God, that he can make ule of the ſins 
| WI of mcento puniſh a wicked People, and yet himſelf 
be juſt and innocent, 
Truth is, God need not be the Authey of ſz (if 


my 


Elay 45. 1, 42 


Efay 10. 6,7, 


Job 1 59,19. 
11, 


Maik s. 1 2,1.3 


it were poſſible ) that.ſo he may becans the ”; gat / 
ad os 1 += pol 
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of Puniſhment, If Sathan, the Executioner of Gods 
Vengeance be but looſed, he will doir faſt enough, 
It God but once remove his be4ge of Providencez 
bout us, he will bring Chaldears and Sabeans, wink 
and tempeſt, fire and brimſtone, botches, plagues and 
diſeaſes more then enough tor ſuch a purpole, Nay 
it the Divel were not a #oaring Lyon, ſtill running uy 
and down to devour us, yet wicked men have (inns e. 
nough to devour one another, to puniſh themſelye; 
whilc they refine others, The fire in the Fornace, 
whileſt ir melts the Metal, conſumes itſelf, The ap. 
per and the nether Milſtone, as they grind the good 
Corn between them, ſo they wear outone another, 

The * Moraliſt oblerves of the two oppoſite yi 
ces, that they are more Enemy one to the other, 
then ro the middle vertue between them, And we 
had too ſad experience of this in our late unnatural 
war, Had we any need to prompt on the debanched 
Cavalter againſt the hypocritical pretender 2 orof 
Curſe ye Meroz to ſtir up the Zelot to come 12 to the hel 
of the Lord againſt the Mighty 2 Their own contrary 
humours and paſhons would make them fight, 
and with eagerneſs enough , to one anothers de- 
ſtruction, A 

The time will not give me Icave to ſhew you his 
God makes uſe of the ſinger for the puniſhing his 
ſcrvants, and purifying them from their droſs, Sut- 
ficient it is for the preſent Point, that he does it, and 
onely for his Peoples ſake, And this hinrs unto usthe 
Perſons melted, his People, his Choſe ; the next Cit- 
cumſtance, 


And it is Thee Judah and Jeruſalem, his own Fe 
ple, 
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in the Melting pot. 


thoſe, that are without the Pale of the viſible 
ea WM Church, Tos onely, fayes he in ® Amos, hate 1 known 
nd of all the famalres of the earth : therefore will I puniſh 
Ind Jou for all your tntquittes 5 Amos 3. - This Was a 


le, God will not loſe bis Art and Pains -on' 


ro 


«4 Amos 3. 2, 


b Philip, 1. 29 


2 Sam. 714. 


lay Wb Priviledge God granted them, when he promiſed 
up WM 4/-am char the Church ſhould ſpring out of his 
e- MW loines, Thy ſeed ſhall be ſtrangers tn a forreign laud,gand Genv15.13414 
ves Wl offied for foure hundred years togetber, A long time 
ce, WM this co be in the Melting Por ! Bur the filves muſt 
1p- WM not out till purified, The ſame Promiſe he renews * 
od WM to David, 2 Sam. 7. 14, 7 will be his Father aunt he 
er, BY (hall le my ſor: of be commit tntquity I will chaſten him 
1- WY vith the rod of men, and with the ſtripes of the children 
r, Wl of men, but my mercy ſha! not depart from bim, 

'e Though this may ſeem ſomewhat unworthy the 


generonſneſs of Faith, that the Chriſtian ſhould, as. is 
4d WM werepbe dragged and bated unto Goodnels,, becauſe 
f B the 1p is {or Slaves, and the Rod for the back of Fools, 
p WF 25 Solomon ſpeaks, yer thus 15 Gods uſuall Method , 
y WH and which {cldome fails of fuccels,' The beſt of 
all Gods Saints, from bm that ſittetb ox, the throne, ta 
him that grinde:h at the mill, muſt through much tribu- 
latron enter into the kingdome of God, The Ram, the 
» WH cmbleme of our Saviour, that ſaved 1/asc-from the 
S WM laughter, was caught in. a Thicket, The Church, 
- WE though ſhe be a Lzlly, is planted among thorzs, And 
| WY th- Captain of our ſalvatian, becauſe a Surety for fin- 
* WH "ers, was made per/ef through ſufferings, 

It is in heaven onely, where the Saints are with- 
out ſi, that they are without ſorrow, .VV here no 
drols or ruſt can corrupt, there needs no Fornace, no 
Scourtng, | 

But 


Prov.26 3. &e 
C.10, 13, 
C. 29.15, 


Aq.14.22. 


Gem 22, 13, 


Cantic.2. 2 
Heb. 2. 10.. 
Rev. 21.4. 


Mat, 5, 10. 
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Rom,3.11; But here the caſe ts otherwiſe, we are all 'ax uy. 

clean thing:\ and Adam's Curie, and his Sweat and 

his Labour and Sorrow, are together with his ſin 

entayled upon us. The beſt of us all'* baus our tres 
* 2 Cor-4+ 7+ (yre but #72 earthen veſſels : and though our + Gold 
Fees ir. and Silver be begun and perfe&ed by the f I»fluences 
lorum ores of heaven, yer becauſe they are begotten in the * By. 
— wels of the Earth,"they are earth too, and therich 
etſi conſiſten- || Ore muſt be brought to the Ferre, and the Melting 


tiam @ frigore : Fe 
tn ve- I before it can be cleanſed from the aroſs, 


leſ.. F hilo{. 

fac. c. 49. P. 239, * Metalla omnia generanturſub terra. Valeſ. ibid. pag. 237. vid; 
Georg. Agricol. dere Metall. 1,3+p, 54+ & de ſubterr. ortu $ cavl, I, 5, || Vide Va, 
le. philol. ſac, pag.. 23'8, 


And therefore it is the leſs to be wondered at, 
that we-can not any where turn in this book of God, 
but we ſhall find eminent Examples of it, Even 

Gen. 11.28, Abraham the Father of the Faithfull, before he can be 
vid. Ainfwor. called the Friend of God , he muſt leave his Native 
ILY Country, and his Fathers houſe, and paſs through 
* vid. Tar- #y of the Chaldeans : that is, ſay the * R atbins, he 
gan Jonar" muſt be caſt into a fiery Fornace by that Idolatrou 
c.11.,y. 23. People from whence he eſcaped by Miracle, that 
, he might flee from their Pollutions. Bur bethe 
, ſtory what it will, yet * #r, in that language fignt- 
fies fire, and ſhews us this leſſon, that mary are ihe 


VR "WR 

ia 1 
vc, tha > trout les of the Righteous, though the Lord delivers then 
Efay 31-9. out of all, VWhat think you of Moſes the meekeſt man 


Pla}, 34» 19, 
Num.12, 3- 
Exod.7.1. 


alruve > Before hecan become a God to Pharaoh and 


c0te 
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in the Melting po. | 17 
cote tothe Throne, and you ſhall find him eicher 1 Sam, 17 36, 
inthe Jaw of the Ls0n, or the Paw of the Bear, or |, a 
the $w07d of Golta", or the Spear of Sapl; in deaths 
ad perils often, His enemies mghty tor their Power, 
P{al.38. and more then the hatrs of bis bead for ume Plal.z8. 19, 
ler Plal, 69. his troubles at home, abroad , in Jewry, Plat. 59-4 
Paleſtine, in Gath, in Jeruſalem , in the Cottage, in 
the Throne , in the Court, in the Camp, ſo many 
[cannot count them : for he himſelf, that ſuffered 
them, ſaycs that they are #zumerable, Plal. 40. and as: 
theſe, many of them ſo ſharp, that they made hins pa. 38.8. 
rore through the Yery diſquietneſs of bis Soul, Mark the 
good man and the Pertc&, Fob, and you ſhall find Job r.r. te. c. 
him on a Dungh:l, and in the middeſt of the Aſhes 2: 3: Plal-g7. 
witha Porſbeard in his hand, to ſcrape his ſores, And jo 2.8. 
ſugreat was his aftlitions, that this meracle of Pa- Job 7.11. 
tiexce will not refratn his Mouth, but he will ſpeak in 
the anguiſh of bis ſpirit, and complain in the bitterneſs 
of bis ſoul, 
dro therefore , beloved, think it not ſtrange con- 1 Per. 4. 11.) 
cerning the fiery tryslls, that have tryed us. You ſee 
no ew thing happens unto us, The beſt of Saints 
have had their meltrngs , as well as we of this Naz 
tion, The + droſs and Tin cleave focloſe to their + Excoe 
belt and pureſt Merall, that there is no taking it a» {83% *"1buls- 
way, nor purging i out, without the Cracible and & vitia pur- 


Mel, ig Pat. | gando, ut ſo» 
| parato ftanng 
| purum rema- 


; uod abſque igne fic : > 
fi ignls palin GL. > GE. ge eee 
Nay it is the greater wonder , /if we were not 
truly Gods People, that he ſhould twrz bis hand upon: 
&, It we were Reprobate Sikyer, God would throw 
D 


us 
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us tothe durt of the ſtreet, and not into the Meltin 


* Dantur quzdem mixta, que, 
metallicam naturam urcungz X. 
mulantor, plent® non aſſequun - 
tur; fimul enim ad lapidum nz- 


turar defleRunt. Hze duorum 
ordinum, Priora Marchefitz nq- 


men obrinuere. &c.:Mocenic. p. 
336. 


Jerem. 6. verf. 28;2 9, 30, 


**Plumbuin in examine perfe- 


Roram ( merallorum ) adhibi- 


tum, imperfeRa abſemir, & una 
per fumumabripit, aurin ſcori- 
28 convertit Sennerr. laſticur, 
Phyl. 1. $.C.5.P 401. 


Por. The Refiner will not.put the 
*- Marcheſite into the Fornace, be. 
cauſe though it gliſters like Gold, ye 
it is but a ſtone, God will not liſe tis 
Art and Pains on ſuch adultery; 
ware, ' For what ſayes he in the Pro. 
pher of theſe, Jer. 6, 28,29,30, The) 
are Braſs and Fron, they are all cory. 


pters (and have nothing of precious, 


Metal in them) The Belows are bu;ni, 
the ** Lead 15 conſumed of the fire, ily 
Founder melteth in Vain, For the nic. 
ked are not plucked away, Reprobute ſil. 


ver ſhall men call them, becauſe the 
Lord hath'rejefed them. Such Revolrers as theſe, not- 
withſtanding their gilded owtfides are unworthy of 
his s&1/, And'theretore he cryes ut, why ſhould | 
Le ſtricken any more, Je will reUolt more and more? Since 
it is not in the Power of his Art to refize them, he 
withdraws his hand; and lets them alone to proſjer 
P(al.93. 3. IN their wickedneſs, that 'they may be {courges tothe 
Plal, 85.8. Saints, leaſt they return agarn to ”— Behold theſe ae 
Pla, 73<5% the ungodly that proſper 11 the world-z they are autin 
"  ., © trouble as other men; therefore Pride -cormpaſſeth then, 
PL. 49! 14. But this their way 1s their folly, their bappeneſs istheir 
Pſa). 73.18 curſe, They are in ſlippery places, And @'how fadden) 
veiſ.19. do they conſume > How are they brought 1nto deſolgitu 

as 1n a moment > they are utterly conſumed with Terra, 

' And therefore, beloved, this ſhould be our re- 

joycing, that-we have been'in the Areltd,g-Pot ; and 

we ſhould count 6ug ſelves happy; that God hus 

turaed his. band upon #8. This ſhews that m_—_ 


| 


Efay 1. 5, 


— =” a, 


inthe, Melting pot, 19 
bren under his Artefice, o we are with him in efteem, - 
otherwile the Founder would not melt us, What- 
ſocver our Enemies ſcandalouſly ſay agaibſt us, it 
yer MW eceas there: is ſomething in us of his Grace and 

' his WM Goodnels leftr. The Dreſs and the Ti have not ea- 
rate Mics our all our precious metal, , but tothe glory of 
ro WM his Grace be itipoken, we retain ſomething | ( as I 
The MY hope our lives and converſations and future amend- 
1%. MWncit ſhall reſtific ) ſomething of that Trealure, 
ous. MW which the workman at firſt tounding did put into 
nt, Wihe veſſel. As we have been a long time in the Cru- 
ile Woe, and under the Hammer and the Croſs, fo we 
have been under his.Art and his Care and Proteft- 


11. Ws to0, 

b And this, as it may argue. us to belong to the houſ- 
10t- BY vid of fatth , ſo it. may afſure us of Gods love and 
vof MW1pcf towards us, , It he, were not our Father that 


gat us, he would not trouble himſelf chus to di- 
ſapline and corre us. whom the Lord loveth be yet2, 6,7 
daftneth, ſayes the Apoltle, Heb, 12. 6, and he ſcour- 
wth every ſon, whom he recerveth, But if ye be without 
thuſtiſement, whereof all are Partakers, then are ye Ba- | 
fards and not Sons. | 

Away then with thoſe that Cenfure the Church 
or Good men, when they are under the Scourge, 
and caſt into the Melteng Pot, Thoſe that ſeem ws t cor.4. 1;, 
My Ti2(22.92 ppadls as the filth of the world, and off-(cour- Mere ear 
108 WY ing of all things, fit for nothing in the eyes of men, TO 
but to be burned and deftroyed, are now in Gods 
more :mmedzate cuſtody , when they are in the For- 
we,Now they arethe Ohjefs of his Art and Stil, his 
{areand Love, Now the Founder is about his Zuſi- 
wand Trade 3 and he' more immediately attends 

; D 2 vpon 
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uponthem, to purific them from their dyoſs: and 
their Tin, and" clnſe and new Ahice hen 
Though carnall men looked on us, as caſt awayby 
God, yet the iſſue hath ſhewed that all our cſs 
and affli#ions.have been onely ta order-toour ſcour. 
ing, and. as we have- been under Gods Protefion, 
while we were ih the Cracetbbes fo we were inhis ac- 
count in the readicft way to hovowr, And this hints 
unto us our next circumſtance, the manner how God 

F288) . refines his People : it is by fire and melting, And 

HY _ I will purge, and zate away. 

——Excoquet | X 

omnes ſordes And though the Method be ſharp,. yet ir is forall 
I that xeceſſary.. Droſs and Tix. will never bc got our 
rumargems, With all the waſh;zg and frourrag in the world, 
rewaneat > There is.nothing bur the Frre can dot, Who lees 
ck not but that our Cor muſt pals under the flaile and 
poreſt, per, the Afilt, before it can be cleanſed from the Chf, 
aver and. dreſſed from the Bras to be Shewdread for the 
ros eſle tor- Sanituary ?. The Grapes muſt be rod in the nine 
_ —_ preſs, and bot and work in the Fatt, the Juice muſt 
rom.io lo, I" be racked and drawn, atrd imprifored in the Cath, be- 

FT fore the, Wine will be fully purified from the fore 
and the Husk, the Huſt and the Lees, and fitted or 
our Saviours. drinking in his Fathers kingdom, 

Bay.5.2: Though 1fral-be Gods choſer Vine, a plant which bi 
Jer, 221+. (wx r46ht, band; bath planted ,. yer; the Juxuriant 
Branches. muſt: come undcr- the diſcipline and 
ſtroke of the. Pruning hook, before it will be fruits 

full. 
And therefore. God'in Scripture'is compared to 
Efay.s. 1, A Vine-dreſſer,.a Gardener, that is nothing without 
| the Spateahdrhe Hoogh, and the Pruns ng-knifes t04 
Husbanamus 


in the Melting pot. z1 
Hushandman, that muſk tear the bowels of the Earth Joh.15 r. 
with the Plough and the Harrow, before he can kill * —_— 
'by Wl the weeds, and fir the foyle for the feed 3; roa Refi 
ſs WM vr, as here in the Text, that is nothing withour 
TA his Aqua fortis, and 4elring pot, his fire, and waters 
m, of Separation, 
ic- WY © And this as ir ſerves to reprefent the Sharpreſs of 
ts BW tc 4fflif:0-, that God often brings upon his Pco. 
> ple, {0 it ſhews the deepneſs of their fue aud Pol- 
"0" BY luttor, 
God ſends not Nationall Judgements for ordina- 
»y common fins, Thoſe he leavesto the Sword of the 
Magiſtrate, Te is for the droſs and the Tin, notori- 
ous debaucheries, and grofle and {candalous fins . 
and gilded Hypocriſies, that have imbodhed themn- 
felves in the pretious Metal, and have run through 
the whole ſubſtance, and overfpread the wholc Na- 
tion, and are toO br2 tor the Law. 
If you read in the foregoing Part of the Chapter, 
you (hall find the Prences rebellious, and companions of Elay 1: 234, 
{ Thieves, the Courts of Juſtice made Exchanges and 
- WH Aercates to (ell the Cauſes of the Poor for the Bribe- 
” WW 1i50f the R/chs, nothing bur following after gifts 
"i «4rewards; no Judging of the Fatherleſs, nor the 
WH Cauſe of the w:ddow regarded, The farthfull City: vetang. 
" WY nu5 become ar Harlot,, and inftead of Judgement and 
WY Righteouſneſs, nothing now but Murderers to. be 
v WY found in it, The bands full of blood, the mouth full 
" BY of Hlaſphemies and curſing and lyes, the head full of - 
—_- 74 5 and projeRs to gain Eſtates, and- the beart: 


| full of bypocriſie , and diflembling with God and 

Man, 
1 For (till they are forthe outſide and cheap farms of v.t1, 12, 13; 
| D 3 devo- 144456. 


'Lim, 332933 


Eſay 1.24. 
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devotion. Much treading Gods Courts, and ſa#flifying 
the Satbaths, and calling ſolems AfſemLlies, and my). 
tirude of Sacrefices, and ſpreading jorth the lands, and 
making many prayers. 

Thetr ſilver, as it 1s verſe the 22, was-now become 
ſo drofſy and embalſed, that no Lotroz was {ufficicnt, 
though of Fullers.ſope, or Nitre, no ſcouring or 
cleanſing, though of Patty and Oyle, will ſerve the 
turn, The Laws and Puniſhments of the Nation are 
t00 weak, and the Preachings of the Prophets not ve 
2arded, None but ſuch ave Inſtruments as the jire 
and the flame, that prerce into the very ſutſtance, and 
diſſolve the Metal, is jufficient for the work, 

And this ſhould: teach us, not to repre at Gods 
Fudgements, but to be angry with our ſzns, that fore 
as it. were, the Almighty againſt his own gracioss in- 
ctination'to wound and chaſtile us. #herefore, layes 
the Prophet J-remy, Lament. 3. 39, 40. doth a ling 
man complain, a man for the puniſhment of bis fins 
Let us ſearch and try our wayes, and turn unto the Lird 
our God, 

For to our Comfort it is, God will not caſt us 
off, his merctes are ot clean gone , even in the very 
midſt of our AfiQtions. Though, as it is Lament. 3, 
32,33. be cauſe grief, yet will he have compaſs:0n ac- 
cording to the multitude of his mercies, For he dot 
not affi:4 willingly, nor grieve the children of men, We 


nv kebe fighs and laments and cryes * 4b, when he 
Plangitantem TOUZES himlelt to eaſe him of his Adverſartes, and 4- 


clementifsi. 
mus Parcr 
Principes de- 
'tinquentes, 
Bcc. Hieron,in 
Joc quem vid, 
-& Lyram, 


verge him of his enemzes : and therefore when he 
turns his band upon his People, we may be well aſl: 
red, that his ſtrokes are onely the diſciplines of a 
Father, and the launcings of a Surgeon, notthe _ 

ED, 0 


in the Melting pot. 23 
of an E£xecutioner, And though he kindle a Fire a- 

bout us, yet it is onely to melt and refize us from our 

nd droſs and our T:z,and not to deſtroy us, Which hints 

unto us the end of Gods Judgements, the next Cir- 
cumltance, 


It is, I will parely parge away thy drofs, and take away 125 JR) 
all thy Ts, Kol Tuedow 
04 tis na F&- 

e3v, LXKN. fecund. M. S. Angl. * Tupwow tis xg3 4091 Thr oxociaey 

ov. Symmach, in Druſti Fragment- Veter. Incerpr, Grz. in Efai pag, 226. 


Though their finful Condition requires this ſharp 
Artificez, yet is there mercy in this fiery 4ryal,” Though 
i purge out the droſs and T2, yet the fire is a kind 
of Lanbent flame to purifie the precrous Mctal, not 
conſume it, The Gold, like that of f Aaron, . is caſt + Exe. z2.. 
into the force, that it come forth a ſtatue ; but-not 
like that which f-ALoſes cat there (that by a ſtrange + ver, 22... 
* unheard of Chymiſtry was calcined and ground to * 0 5 you- 
Powder) for a final abolition, I know O Lord, (ayes ”* Ty | 
David, Plal; 119. 7 5, that thy Judgements are right , l 
azd that thou 11 faithfullzeſs baſt affliFed me, Wharſo- © 5. 
ever Carnal men may think, it is a mercy to be in 
the Melting Pot, Affliftions make us know our 
ſelves, our {1ns, our God. Before -1 was affliifed, . 7 Plal.rrs, 57; 
went wrong, layes Delia, but now bave 1 kept thy word.- 
And he obſcryes it of 1ſ-ael, a whole Nation, Pſal, Pal 78 34. 
78. 34. Woe be ſlew them, they ſought. him, aud return- 
ed, aud enquired earlyafier God, | | 

And therefore ſaycs Solomon, the fining pot 15: for Prov.17.2+.- 
(ver, and the fornace for Gold, and the Lord tryeth the 
art, And how is; that 2+. Let. MWalachs tell, you , MIL 3-3: 
C3. 3+ For be. is like. @ Refiners fire, and like Fwllers 


ſopey,, 


"0" _ - — 


2 Tim. 2.21 


Malachi 3-3» 


- Mat.3-273 


4+ 
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ſope, and he ſhall ſit as a Refiner and 4 Purifier of Sil, 
ver, And we know by experience, that the Han. 
mer of the Goldſmith, and the flame, and the Cruatle 


1s not to deſtroy the precious Merxal, bur to cleaſe and 


faſhioz it, And what it looſes of its drofs and Tin, it 
gains in luſtre and brightzeſs, 1n purity and worth, 

For that is the exd of Gods Arrtifice and Pains, 
thar being purified, he might pur us into the mold, 
and faſhion us to be weſſels unto honear, ſanitified, and 
meet for the Maſters uſe, and prepared unto every good 
work, For it follows Malachi 3, v. 3,4. And hefou 
parifie the ſons of Levi, and purge them as Gold and Sil 
ver , that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in 
Righteouſneſs, Then ſhall the offerings of Judah hs 6 
ruſalem be pleaſant unto the Lord, as in the dayes of old, 
and as in tormer times, And that we may belſure 
that this is Goſpe/-m thod, and diſciplines of Grace, 
the Bapt:ſt will tell you, Mat, 3. 27, that the great 
Founder and reſtorer of his Church ſhall bapuz: 
with the holy Ghoſt and with fire, that his F an 1s 1nhis 
hand, and that he will throughlypurge his Floore and gu- 
ther his wheat into his Garner, and burn up the Chaff with 
unquenchatle fire, 

This made the good Father S, Auſtiz cry out, hit 
are, hic ſeca, Domene, ut in eternum parcas, Lord |et 
me have my hell here upon earth, that I may have 
my heaven and happinels hereafter, I care nor,how 
ſharp my A'flictions be, fince they are for my# 
mendment ; if what I loſe in my Eſtate, and my 
Liberry and good Name, I gain in Chriſtian Pur- 
ty, and Meckneſs and Patience ; if I dye at the fate, 
-or on a Grbbet, or a Scaffold, if that death prove 2 
Martyrdome, and I be delivered unto Sathen "= SY 

yon 
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- #1 the Melting pot. 
fruftion of the fleſh, that the ſpirit may be ſaved in the 
day of the Lord Jeſus, 

Oh beloved ! me thinks there cannot be a grea- 

ter comfort to believers, nor a {tronger ſupport to 
them in the middeſt of their aftlictions, then to 
conſider, that when they are in the png por, they 
are in the way to ſpirituall advancement ; thar 
God delights notin the tormenting of their bodies, 
but aims at the {alvation of their ſouls, Gods end 
intheſe ſharp Methods ſhews his Love and reſpe& 
towards them. The care he takes in Melting , and 
purely purging out our droſs, and taking away all our 
Tin, maniteſts, that he then moſt prizes us, when to 
Carnall worldly men, that triumph in our mileries, 
weleem as loſt and gone in the fire of Indignation. 
And therefore the Apoſtle ſenſible: of the love of 
'; MW God, even in the middeſt of our tryals, cryes out 
a WW inbehalf of believers, 2 Cor. 4, 8, 9, 10. we are 
ve BY trovbled on every (ide, yet not diftreſſed, perſecuted but 
us nt forſaken, caſt down but not deftroyed, alwayes bear- 
4+ WH in; about in the body the marks of the Lord Jeſus, that 
ib Wl the life alſo of Jeſus might be made manifeſt 11 our body. 
For we which Ive are alway deltuered unto death for Fe- 
iv WM (*ſate, that the life alſo of J:ſus may be made manifeſ 
« Wl 1-047 mortal fleſb, 
c Let then the Atheiſt and the proſperous ſinner boaſt 
Wy of Providences and ſucceſs, whilſt we, when good 
i WO inenarc oppreſled and flain, and the 4lood of Prences 
y Wy and of Nobles is poured our like water in the ſtreets, 
- WO co glory in the croſs of Chriſt, that fits us for a 
Crown, 

But then as the Conſideration of the Cauſe Pro- 
2Joumenal and Final, Gods love tous in Chrifh, that 
E alone 


= S - 3” 


2 Cor.4.8, 9, 
19.11, 
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alone inwardly moves him, and his great eadand 
aim, the puritying and ſaving of our fouls by theſe 
ſharp diſciplines , ſhould ſerve to ſupport usinthe 
middeſt of our Calamities : ſo it ſhould fervetg 
humble us under his hand, when we confider the 
Procatartick and Meritorious Cauſe, that from with. 
out ſtirs up God to caſt us into the Melting Pot, our 
droſs and our Tin, that have corrupted and embaſed 
our precious Metall. And that is the next thing con; 
iderable. 


And happy it is for Fa» and Jeruſalem that God 
promiſes to purge out their drefs and T7, For ng 
greater enemies to Gold and Stlver then theſe, 
They corrupt and embale the precious metal, and 
make it cheap and contemptible. Nothing (o vile 


in Gods eſtcem as the Sinner. This drofs and Tin, 
chis pollution that is in him, makes the great Artiſt 
not delight in the work of his own hands, nor va- 
lue that Purchaſe , which he bought with his own 
blood, 
Ir is truce, as the * Refiners have 
*.Eft Obriza examen ſeu pro- obſcrvcd, the fineſt Gold , letitbe 


henage ao eval, 1% purified ſeven times in the fire, will 


mixtio excernitur. Vid. Budz. 1. {till retain ſome mixture of Alb, 


3. de Aﬀe. dixi ('fere ) nam e- Grace, though it ſanCtifie naturere- 
ouſque excoqui avrum poſſe, ut 


caraRz univs quadrans tanrum VET {oO Much, yer ſo long as wearein 


relinquatur materiz alienz, &, the fleſh, we ſhall have a touchof 
Brerewood de Ponder, & Pret. 


—_ our fleſhly corruptions, As the beſt 
| Prov: 24. 16, man that 1s,|| falls ſeven times a day; (0 
*-Mar, 13. 39, 40. 15 it true of Nations and Charches,The 
* Corn and Tayes, and Chaſf will be 

mixed ip the threſhing-tlore , till the winnowing 

ay 


in the Melting pot, 


v7 


day comes, The * zet of the Goſpel catches the » 45,4849. 


= Fith of all ſorts, the bad as well as good, andno 

the ſorting them as yer, till the Net comes to ſhore, 

to Ml Th<r< will be {inners as well as Saints, in the Pale 

he I of che viſible Church, ill the day of Separation of 

ith. WI the Sheep from the Goats, The onely Churchwithe _ 06.090 
owe WY 0: ſpot or wrinclle, 15 Jeruſalem, that is above, Gal. 4. 26, 
led And therefore when God promi- FI 

on, MN (5 e241! parely purge away the aroſs, Parguio ad lquidum oe os unll 


and take away all the 7z7, it is not 


telligi, quaſi Deus Kecleſiam fu. 


tobe expected that any fingle Sazzt amin hoc mundo penitus un« 
ſhould arrive to an abſolute finleſs oy — - A. habe 


perfe&ion in this life, much lefs that 
2 Nation ſhould. For then there 


reluceat. Vera pietas notatur'y/ 
cum ante Judzi fibi in fxcibus 


would not be work tor Mortefication, ;, joe. 


ſuis nimium placuifſent, Calvin, 


Rypentance , and godly ſorrow for fin, 
and the Mageſtrate would be uſeleſs, and truly bear 
the ſword in Vain ; Our Purity conſiſts, in not ſuf- 


ering fin, as the Apoſtle adviſes, to reign #2 our Rom. 13.4 
mortall bodies, that we ſhould obey tt in the luſts thereof , Rom.6.11+ 


that the droſs and the T7z be ſo purged out of a peo- 
ple, that its brightneſs may appear, that the ſinner 
may be every where diſcouraged, and vertue and 
Godlineſs eminently advanced. 

As then it is not to be expeRed that the Artiſt 
ſhould purific his Gold and Silver, till it be wholly 
without Alloy ; fo ſuch Purity as this, is not the 04= 
7e# of the great Founders $kill and Pains, For in 
the next verſe he promiſes to reſtore our Fudges as at 
the firſt, and our Counſellours as at the begizning 3 and 
this ſuppoſes that ſtill there will be buſineſs for the 
private Chriſtzan, and the publick Magiſtrate, They 


and 


arc Publick, Scandalous, _ ſins, of a Cremſon dre Roy 1, 8, 
2 
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and a ſpreading nature, that as they corrupt, ang 
embaſle, ſo they run and diffuſe themſelves through 
all the good Metal , that here God promilestg 
purge, and take away. They are National ſins, 
which are too big tor the Law, that call for Nui. 
onall Judgements, 


An\ thele the. Prophet elegantly 
Some by croſs underſtand groſs deſcribes under the Metaphor of 
iniquity : by Tin glittering Hy - h _ 
Zoctifie 3 of | perſons openly droſs and Tin, The drols ; what' 
prophane by the one, inwardiy that >. It denores the grois and palpa, 


unſound by the other. Which lo 1 [1eties. that arc d Bo 
may well be , for that Tin car- ble RIOTS 108 ACS OYTILY every 
ryeth an outward reſemblance CYC> that Nature as well as Grace 


Fl | 
| of ſour, Se. NS diicovers and condemns, The weak- 
| toc. Conter, Calvin in Mas aP- ft fight that is can dilcern the drok, 


: J, y, 22, . = - C 
| trom the Silver, And theretore faics 
4 * Gal.5.19, the Apoſtle * the works of the fleſh are manife#t, 

/ 20,71, - ' 

l Efay 1. 4.15, And this was Jeruſalems Pollution. Abundance 


if 17,21,23 Of droſs init : Rebellions, Thievery, Plunder, Þri- 
= bery, Opprefſion, Murder, Blood, what not > and 
verſ,s. this from the ſole of the foot even to the head, the cor- 
ruption was «zzverſal,' And yet though her impic- 
ties were lo groſle and palpable, the more tom- Ml « 
baſe her precious Metal, ſhe adds 7:4 untoticr if | 
aroſs, and masks her ro:orious wickednels withiie Ml | 
verſ11,12, Veyle of Religion. Much treading Go's Gourts, and 
1314515 making many prayers, and ſanfifying of Sabbahs,avd Wl | 
calling ſo/ema Ajjemblies, and heaping Sacrifice up- 

on Sacrifice, while the hands are full of blood, 
And this-was the Agzravarion of their ſin, that 
they added Hypucrijie to Prophaneſs, that they faſt 
Eſay 58.4. for {'1rfe and debate, ard firiking with the fiſt of Wickts 
neſs, that they had much pretence of Religion and 
Godlincls in the face and rongue, when rapineand 
ROT | ſacrilcdge, 


© attet * 7 <BR> Ahrens 
no IETF - 
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in the Melting pot. 2:9 
facriledge, and bribery, and Covetoulneſs,and Re- 
bellion was in the heart, The Divel 1s never more 
a Divel then when he purs on the ſhape of a» Argel , cor. 11.14. 
of light, And it was the height of FezaZels impicty , 1 Kings 21. 
that ſhe ſan#ified a faſt, and counterteired Religi- 
on to hide her Bloodſhed and Perjury, and Injuitice 
and Rapine, By this the ſinner gains him not onely 
ſzurity, but Repatatron to his higheſt crimes, and 
Multttudes to follow him. And this makes Hypo- 
critic, of all others, to be the moſt hatctull ching 
to God; and our Saviour ſo often and lo paſſho- 
nately to cry out , Wo unto you Seribes ad Phariſees, Mat.ti.13g4, 
Hyypoc res, 15. 

The Prophet excellcntly deſcribes the Nature: 
and Property of this Vice, under the Metaphor of 
71, 

For firſt, Tin is very * like to Silver in colour, * Exftanno 

; ; : . va'a {omeſtio 

though i: hath nothing ot the ſubſtance of. it ; ſo the (,*qu4s in 
Aputle re!ls us of Hypocrites, that they have the wenſarmn: u- 
{ 4 EP - - ſu argentcis 
form of Goaltneſs, but deny the power of it, 2 Tim, 3.5. "as. —_ 
parantur 
Cimbden. Britan, in Coroub. Quamvis autem ſtannum zmuletur quodamwodoar- 
genti ſplendorem, tamen longe eſt melins & al) igne magis exedirur. Magir. thvf 1. 
$,C. 1. in comment 1. Convenit argentum cum ſtanns in alhedine, magis ramen ale 
bom eſt, quoniam ipſivs terreſtre «ft magis :ceaue, magis lorum , ac mogis digeſtuy, 
Phil'p Mocenici univerſ. Inftitur. contemp. 4.p.2 © 6. p 2334. Proprer «crudity. 


tem & volarifiratem dicirur imperfeFum : vere qnidem cum-incoftum rarione crudines 
tis imperfetum dici merearur. P, Io. Fabri Panchym, vol. 2; 1. 4. fe&. 7, c. 27. 


Secondly, the Naturaliſts tell us that Tin is never 
Stannum dif. 


found to grow by it {elf as ail other Metals do, but ferr ab alho 
pluinbo, quod * 

hoc per fe orityr,, illud avtem ſemper cum argento. Magir. loc- citaro, lave. 

nit & in auraziis merallis, quz elotia vocant. Phn., Nat hift.1.24 £16, Plvmbum ave 

ſv4 provenir ver3 nec quicquim [Tivd ex (fc parit, aur cum arg* nro naſcirur, miſtiſque 
venis conflarur, Ejus, qui primus flujic in fornacibus liquor, ftannum zppellatur 3, qui : 
undus,argentuii, Pliny ibid. 


E 3 onely 


30 TU D AHS purging 


onely in Mines of Gold and Silver : fo the Hypo: 
crice wil never put on the ſhape of devotion am 

a company of Atheiſts, He will be fure to a@hi 
part tothe purpoſe, where the true —_— is pro- 
tcſſed ; there he is a Phariſce to the height ; ill ar 


+ Eſay 65.5. 
* Luk.18. 10, 


his + touch me not , I am holier then thou, there and 


11.12, inthe * Temple, (till at his Lord 7 thank thee I am nat 
as other men, nonot as this Publicar, though never (9 
humble and penitently devour, 


Conftat ſtannum ſubſtantis ras 
riore, & minus excota 3 quare 
—& liquores ſubtiliores tranſ- 
mittit, ut yinum deftillatum, & 


medicamenta pretioſa. Magirus 
loc.citat. 


Thirdly they obſerve, that Tin by 
reaſon of the thinneſs,and rarity of the 
{ubſtance,will not hold ſp:r:tous bo. 
dics, and that pretious oyles and rich 
ſpirits evaporate away through it; 
ſo though the Hypocrite, pretend 


much to the (p:ret , yer the rich graces of the ſpirit 
dwell not in him. Saint Jude will tell you that theſe 

Jude verſ.19. mockers walking after therr own ungodly luſts, ſeparat 
themſetues having nt the ſpirit. 


+ Stannum balbutientem com» 
plexionem haber, c#teris metal- 
lis admixtom ea fimilicer balbu. 
tire facir, ab illiſque du&ibilita- 
tem aufert. Mocenicus loc. citat. 
Tin is ſaid being mixt with 
gold and filver, to make them 
arder or ſhorter and more brit- 
tle. Aſſembl, notes in loc, 
Plumbum inimiciciam gerit 
cum omnibus metallis, przſer. 
tim cum fit a/bum, auroque & 
argento vel centefima parte ad. 
ditum, ſragilia careddit, Magir. 
Joc: cicat. 
« Jude v.8, 2Pet.2.10. b2 Tim. 
3-4. c2 Tim,3.6,7,8. 2 Pet, 2, 
1,2,3,18,19, 


Fourthly, the Mincraliſts obſerve 
that Tin is of a + ſtubborn nature, 
and that if mixed with gold or fil- 
ver, it makes them harder and lels 
duftile and pliable; bur apt to cracks 
and flaws; more ſhort, and brittle, 
And S. Judeand S, Peter and S, Pail 
will tell you that the Hypocrite 1s 
never good ſubje&, but one that * a- 
ſpiſes dominion , and ſpeaks evil if 
Aargnittes ; that they are Þ Trattors, 
heady, high minded, that though they 
know not how to rules yet leſs know 
how to obey,< crumbling the $RuP 

an 


A uu. _ a... Yea. Yw_w. om. co ws a> 
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in the Melting pot. 


and State intQ Schiſms and Fa#:ons, making the Peo- 
ple hard-hearted, and uncharitable, and diſobedi- 


ent and ſtubborn, 

Fifchly,they that write of weights 
and meaſures tell us, that Tin is the 
moſt light and fluzd metal ot all; and 
$, Jude obſerves of the prerenders to 
Godlineſs, that they are of an aerre 
fitting complexion, waves of the ſes, 
foming out their own ſhame, wandring 
Starrs, Clouds without water, carried a- 
bout with every wind of Dofvine, \, 19, 
ever learning, as S, Paul (peaks, but 
nerer coming to the knowledge of the 
Truth, 2 Tim. 3. 7. He can be Pha- 
riſce, Saducee, Gaulonite, Herod: an, a- 


Stannum eſt metallorum cmni- 
um levifsimum, ficur aurum gra- 
viſsimom, ex expericatiis Nic. 
Tartalez in appendice ad lib» 
Jordani de Ponderofitate & 
Franciſci Euxei Parifienfis- 
Brerewood. de ponder. & pret+ 
C, 23, 

—%.. — oft facillimz fuſio. 
nis & ſeb malleo facilis extenftos 
nis——Copia humidi, & viſ- 
coi acris & aquzx ——- effici: ef- 
fuſiocem facil:m & extenfionen- 
P. Jo. Fabr, Panchym Vol. 2. 1. 
4. ſe&t.7.c, 27+. vid, Mocenicam 
loc. citat, 


ny thing, The adoul le minded man 1s unſtable 111 all his 
wajes, $, James 1,8, it is no matter what the reli- 


gion be, if it will ſerve his advantage. 


And it he 


can make a Trade of Godlincls, you ſhall be ſure to 
have enough of the form, though he deniesthe po- 


ver of it, 

For Sixthly, it.is obſerved that Tin 
has this property, that it will cleave 
toany Metal ; * Gold, Silver, Braſs, 
Iron, Lead, indeed it matters not 
what, if you dreſs with Ta#ow, Or Ro- 
jn, or any other fat or + w#tous boz 
dy; and then it will be ſure to cleave 
lo faſt there will be no ungluing it 
it again, till you bring ut to the 


* Vaſa non ſfolum ex re domeſti- 
ca in ciſternas, caldaria, lebetes, 
deſpumatoria, ſed etiam arma © 
re bellica,ot mannbria five capu- - 
los gladiorum & ficarum , pare 
mas, & thoraces, five ex ferro g 
aut chalybe, five ex zre, aut 
cupro confifts Sranno obduci- 
mus &c, Angel. Sal, Oper.Chy--- 
mic, in ſept. Planet. Ter. S pagyr- 
recenſ, c, de ftanno.p.119. 


[| Jung} inter ſe plambum nigrom 


, fine albo non. poteſt, nec hoc fine oleo, Plin. Nat.hift,1.34.c. 15--. 


| fire 
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{ Stannum eft facillin-@fofionis | fixe + ſuch js the.pretender of reli. 
— 1am abundantia humidi effi hall be { h . 
 eAufiooem ficilem,, —com F101». You ſha ure to have him 


autem crudum fir, & non perſle- of the thrrurng fide ſtill : no ger- 


Re cottum, ideo non eſt fixum 
& permanens in igne, fed peren. 


ting him from thence without fre, 


ni ipne & forcievaporar, &in And if it once comes to that pals, 
anras convertitur. }. Þ, Fabr., it he be bur in any danger of thathe 


Panchym. loc, Citat, vid. & Mo- 
cenic, loc, citat. 


4 Mar.18.7. 
&1 Cor,11,19 


2 Pet.2-17. 


Mat, I Z. $,6, 
20,21, 


melts and drops away trom the Par. 
ty, whatſoever it be z as ſoon from 


the gold, or ilver, as the Braſs, or Iron, or Lead, 


the good, as the bad caule, And theretore (ayes 
our ® Saviour, zt #5 neceſſary that offences ( and per- 
ſecurions) ſhould come; and S. Þ Paul, that berejies 
and ſets ard drutſions ſhould come, that they which are 
approved ( that are gold and filver indeed, and can 
endure the F:re, and the Touch ) may be made mant- 
feſt among you. The Hypocrite will be ſure to bea 
weather-cock, a turn-coat, and you may know him by 
that; and he will never be a Marr, for Tinand 
he cannor endure the Fzre. The leaſt danger makes 
him wagg; and therefore $, Peter, 2 Pet, 2, 17, 
compares him to clouds, that are carryed with a Tem: 
peſt, and our Saviour to cor» ſown upon ſtory grount, 
which though tor a while it may in calm and thr 
ving times ſprout up, and flouriſh, yet no ſooner 
docs the {corching ſummers heat of perſecution beat 

upon it, bur it inſtantly decayes and withers, 
Again it is obſerved that Tin, if ic be mixed with 
Braſs and Copper or Silver,it makes Bell-meta!;that 
is excellent tor ſound and Noyle ; indeed onely ule 
full for that ; ſo it hypocriſie and prerence to relt- 
gion meet with ſome ſubtill cratty diſpoſitions, 
and of fic and popular Tempers, they are excellent 
for Pulpits and Declamations : and with their = 
WI 


in the Melting pot, 


will ſoon draw whole Mezltitudes together, 
Their tair ſpeeches and language chain -a Nati- 
gn to their Tongues , .as 1t 15 {toricd of the Gal: 
lick Hercules, and make them follow to what 
place they pleale, And theretore ſayes Saint Paul, 
Now I teſeech you brethren, mark them which cauſe 
dviſions aud offences contrary to the Doitrine, which 
je bave learned, and avoid them, For they that are 
ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , but their own 
belly, azd by good words ard fair ſpeeches , decerve 
the hearts of the ſimple, 
Laſtly, it is obſerved of Tin 


Rom, 186. v. 
17, 18, 


that ir is of a * very poylonous * $i dubires an fir venenon in 
; " . anno, quere ab iis qui emUryo- 
nature, mY, the Brains, and ,cq"{.cgont, ac purgant , autab 


diſtorting the 
of thoſe , that melt, and work in 


tmbs and Sinews is qui calcinant ſtannum , magno 
cum ſuo wals dicent: Frigidns , 
O pueri, fogite hinc, latet anguis 


it, by a deadly fume, that ariſes in herba. Angel, tal. op. Chym, 


from it : ſo ir is alſo true of Hy. loc. citar, 
pocritie, nuthing ſo fatall to the 

tran and underſtanding , as that, corrupting the 
ſpirit, diſtorting the face with ſtrange ſeem- 
ingly fanctified ſpaſms and corvulſions, when ye 
faſt, ſayes our Saviour , be not like the Hypocrttes 
of a ſad and mortified countenance : &gaviCeo 3D, 
for they rack and grucifie , or vaniſh into a Vizard, 
or a Fucus, they corrupt, and disfigure thetr faces , 
that they may appear to men to faſt, and be the one» 
ly religious, when the, heart is infe&ed with di- 
vers luſts and abominable impieties, which makes 
them reſiſt the truth, and become men of corrupt minds, 
reprotate concerning the Faith, But you ſhall know 
them by their faces, for they look not as other men, 


A 
, 


F And 


2 Tim. 3.5,6, 
Mat. 6.16, 


2 Tim, 3,8. 
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Mat,23,27. 


Heb, 12:11, 
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And therefore ſince this is the. true Nature of 
Hypocriſie, fince the wh:ted ſepulchre hides nothing 
Lut rottenneſs and dead mens bones, was it not a great 
bl-fsing tor Jeruſalem, that God now brought 
them to the Finimg Pot> For whatſoever the 
Fury and the ſharpneſs of the Flame be, vet 
ſince by theſe God purifies them from the droſs 
and Tin, and Nationall finns be purged out by 
National Judgements, there is mercy even in this 
Judgement, And though whileſt the rod is on 
our backs, the Cauſtick to our wounds, and tnc 
Metall in the Flame, the Chaſtz/ing 7s not joyous but 
grieLous, Nevertheleſs afterwards it yieldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteouſneſs to them that are exerct- 
ſed thereby, and now Leing made free from ſinne, 
and berome ſervants to God , we have onr frutt unto 
holineſs, and the end everlaſting life, 

But eſpecially ſince God turns his hand upon 
a Nation, and melts them by . Judgements to 
purge out the droſs and take away the 'Tim, we 
ſhould do well 'to conſider ; whether we hare 
anſwered Gods Artifice and Labour upon us, how 
we are bettcred by our Judgements, leaſt, i 
we prove Ryprobate ſilver , he caſts us out of his 
favour, and reſerve us for delolation, 

For let us not flatter our (elves, beloved —— 
God hath lately turned his hand upon us , andhe 
never brings Nationall Judgements on a Land, 
but for National finns. We have had @ longtime 
much dreſs and 777 in all our boly things, 

That you may nor think me a Satjrift , behold 
God loudly proclaims your /# in your P# 

0 I niſhment, 


—_ As [ _ {_ JPY ——_—. "—y 


in the Melting pot. 
rihment, Does not Blafting and M4*ldews ut our 
fields ſhew us, that God is angry with the Ryot of 
our Tables? Does not he by our late Malrgart 
Feaers 11 all places ſhew us, that we are truly Ece 
de(ia Malignantiumall every where malignant? And 
docs he not ſend wknown diſeaſes to puntih un- 
known (10? 

What diſmal noyſome peſiilences did God not 
long fince ſend among us, to {weep away a Muls 
tude of noyſome grols impieties > They provoked 
bim to anger with therr I,,ventions,layes David, and fo 
the Plague brake 11 upon them, And what a multitude 
of new 12ventions had we > in Apparel, in-dyet, 
in building ( alas this was nothing ! ) in our ſhops, 
in our Trades, in our Cities, in our Towns, in 
our Schools, in our Courts, in our Pulpits, and 
Churches, nay in our Parlors and Conventicles 
too; and all for our Pride, and our covetoulnels 
and luſt 2 

And this made way for the Bloody Horſe, Warr, 
They choſe new Gods, then was warr in the Gates, 
Judges 5, verſ, 7, And this was juſt our cale ; 
Much longing and ſtirre about zew Religions , 
and Ceremonres,and then the Warr brake inupon us, 

And now when deſtruction overtook us like 
an armed man, Our {innes and debaucheries did 
multiply with our milerics z execrable and cur- 
{cd Oaths outroaring the mouth of the Cannon z 
Souldiers pouring out their blood and their 
wine at the ſame wound ; Oppreſſion, rapine, 
Murder, Calumny, Perjury of Af forts, but above 


althe moſt damnable Hypocriſic and Lying in the 
world, F 2 And 


Pſal. 105,256, 


Reyel.6 4 
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And now triumphantly marches in the Pl 
Horſe Famine, We luſted for Warr, and we had 
all the Plagues and Mileries ot VVant and De. 
vaſtation thar attend ir, VVhen Iſrael would nat 
be contented with Marne , but they muſt have 
blood and fleſh roo, then ſayes Data, he gore 
them their deſire : but he ſent leanneſs 1nto their ſouls, 


And what a Famine of all things inſtantly camg 


upon us> Unuſual blights on our Corn; and 
then the poor wanted: work , as well as bread, 
decay of Trade in our Shops, and of Merchants 
on: the Exchange, of our. Ships on our Seas, and 
our ſtrengths by Eand, Our Gentry watted, our 
Nobility degraded ; our Univerſities ruined ; cor 
Clergy vilified, and ſilexced ,, our Laws, and 
Law-givers and Parliaments trampled on ; and 
our Kings dethroned,. and- a new 7u7ſh Grazd: 
$:2a01rſhip built and cemented with their blood, 
So that now the whole nation with the Prophetbe; 
2anto cry.out. fy Leanieſs, my Leanneſs\ Wo ant 
me | the treacherous. dealers have dealt treacheru|: 
ly, yea the treacherous dealers have dealt very tres 
cherouſly | 

And now. we were in- the Melting Pot indeed! 
The fire tell upon all ; the args and '[i#, as well 
as. the Gold and S:lver, Bur all this while we 
were the worſe. for the Fonnders Art,. Our 
ſinnes increaſed, and (0 did Gods Judgement, 
A great deal of Zeal in the Pretext , but inthe 


. He . ſacriledep,, Blood: ſh:d, ' Devouring Widdans 


Houſes , whilc for a pretei.ce we made long Pit): 
ers, Much adoe about; 6G4/is, and ſetting C1} 
1 upd 


in the Melting por. 
upon Þ1s T broze, but that we might be his Deputz:s, 


ad WM nd («ke the bouſes of God in poſſeſs109, 
And then what was. the Iflue > we that were 


: not content with a_Relzgzon, the pureſt and beſt 
Vo eſtabliſhed in the Chriltian world, had inſtant- 
ne MW !y 2 chouland ſeverall SrAs let in upon us. Our 
4; WJ 7's bad made our Stver fo &71ttie, that the more 


itwas beaten , the more it cracked and flawed; and 
no ſooner was one FaCtion grown into Power , 
and began to ſer up for ic felt, but inſtantly ans 
other like & Muſhrom in a night, ſprung up 
and pretended greater Purity, and as they had 
damned their” Predeceflors of Azttchriſticrſme 
and Popery 3 ſo did thele by the ſame Aris ruine 
thoſe, that had ruined others. Rel/9:045 eves 
ry day multiplyed, as the FaFoas did , till at laſt 
we had fo,mavy, that many-doubted we had none 
2t all, 

And as it was with our Rel:g/on, fo it was 
with our Goverment, God fuitercd cur beft of 
Prices to be taken from us tor our {innes ; and 
becauſe we ſurfeited with that Plexty and Prace, 
that his own and Azceſtors wiſdome,. under God 
11 WJ bad poured upon us, bur we {corned his gracious 
1 MW calic reyne that he had laid upon our Necks, and 
like wild, refty horſes, that have got the Bitt into 


ve | [ 
or MW fbeir mouthes, kicked to throw off the rider, God 
os, MW 10co ſuffered us co be exerciſed and ridden by all 


'« WY forts of Maſters z Ariſtocracy, Democracy,Oltgarchy., 
Anarchy, Oplarcn;, Tyranny, ( though masked un- 
dcr the gracious name of a Proteforſhip ) the mol 
ablolute of any, 
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By this God exerciſed and melted us folong, 


+ till he made us lenfible of our own Follies; and we 


had nothing leit to pray tor, or hope or endeavour, 


| but onely to recall that blcfling, we had fo unwer. 


thily (quandred away, ; 

And now to prove whether we were purified 
indeed, God poured us our of the Melting Por, 
and to {ce whether we truly twrzed to him, and not 
to our ſelves, by a Miracle, without our own 
{ouſell or ConduFt , or Valour or Forces, nay with- 
out a Blow ſtruck, or almoſt fo much as a word (90. 
ken, he reſtored to us our old Religion, and Lays, 
and Church-aiſciplize , and State-government , on 
Judges as at the firſt, and our Counſellours, as « 
the begining, our Magiſtrates, and Miniſters, 
and Biſhops, and Nobles , and Princes, but above 
all our good King, whom we prayed for, we 
longed tor , as the onely healcr of our Breaches, 


And what does he now cxpe& , but that we 
thankfully embrace his Mercies, and truly value 
thoſe bleſlings > That this Grace of his, which 
has brought this Salvation, may teach us, that deny- 
ing ungolineſs aud worldly luſts , we live godly and 
righteouſly and ſoberly in this preſent world , that ſi 
we may be called by all Nations round about vs, 
a Nation of Righteonſyeſs, a faithfull Nation» And 
I humbly beleech God, that it may prove ſo in 
the iſſue, 

But I fear me that many , many of us atleaſt, 
are like a deceitfull Bowe , that we have returned 


indeed, but not to the moſt high that we have nt ay 


ed uit 
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we 
ur, 


ed 


"in the Melting pot. 


ed unio God with our hearts, whenwe howled apo; our 
Beds, and that we aſſembled for Corn and for wine, 
lut wot to the moſt High, as itis in Hoſea 7, 14,16, 
For elſc what meaneth this bleating of the ſheep, and 
the oxen that 1 hear> To what purpoie this mur- 
muring and repining at the Kings Grace and Good- 
nels, and unparalled A# of Atercy> Why 
are we ſo unwilling to torget, and forgive pet- 
ty private injuries, done unto us by our Bretbren, 
when God hath ſo wondertully pafled by the 
croſſe impieties of the whole Nation , and {0 mi: 
raculouſly ſpared thoſe, as well as our ſelves, 
whom we grudge to Pardon ? what means this rc- 
viving of our old fears and Jealouſies, and Popu- 
lar Declamations in our Pulpzts and Preſſes againſt 
the Kings evil Counſelleurs , and the Perſecution of 
the Godly Party that's approaching? the Antichriſtta- 
aſme and Pope in our Rel:gi0z, and Diſciplize, 
and Liturgy , firſt up, and approved by the moſt 
eminent * Reformers, and then ſcaled by the 
blood of the moſt learned of our Martyrs > Have 
we a mind to revive our old Miſcries and blood 
by our old Anrmoſitzes and ſcandals > ſuch which 
me and experience, and the faith and Patience and 
ftradfaſtneſs of our Confeſſors have confuted even to 
ay ordinary underſtandings ? 

But conſider I beſeech you , beloved ;_ will ir 
not be a fad thing, it God after all this mercy , 
ſhould ſay to us as he did to his People in the Pro- 
phet Zachary C, 7.V. 5, 6,7. When ye faſted and 
mourned this may years, did ye faſt unto me , even to 
me> Ard when ye did eat,, and ye did drink. did you 


Ads , 


1 Sam.15,14, - 


* P. Martyr. 
Bucer, Cran, 
mer,Ridley , 
Taylor, 


Zach. 7.5, 6, 
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net eat for yoar ſelves and drink for your ſelug} 


Should ye z0t bear the woxds , which the Lord hath cy 
ed by the Miniſtery of the tormer Prophets, When Je. 


'ruſalem was inhabited , and 1z proſpcrity, ax the 


Citres thereof round about her ? 

O then, beloved, in time conf{1der, before it re. 
pent God of his Mercies, * If ye will retary, ye. 
turn, return to purpole : to þi1m, not to oy 
ſelves, It rhere be any Contentron, let it be to ſhe 
who is moſt thankfull to God, and Loyall to the 
King, who moſt Zealous againſt vice tn our ſelves 
or in others z who moſt exdeatouring to keep the u. 
ity of the (pirit tn the Lond of peace, and perfeRing 
holineſs in the fear of the Lord, As God has tua 
ed his band upon us and from-us, fo let ustarn our 
hands to him. Since we have been melted by his 
Judgements, let us by his Grace, and for his mag 
purge out our droſs and 77n.Let not this wiſe Foun- 
der loſe his pazzs and bis Art, but Ict us anſwer 
his expeRation ; you my brethren of the (le 
ey, eſpecially , that have been inthe very bottone 
of the Fornace, 

Let your Patzence , and Meekneſs, and reatins 
to forgrue , your holy lives and converſations, and 
Zeal and ailtgence in your callings ſhew, that 
you did not ſuffer as evzl doers, And though 
God put you into the Crucible and Melttng Put, 
yet it was not your juſt crimes, but your ſteadſa- 
neſs and Corſtancy in your adherence to the Kuy 


and the Laws, and the Primitive dofirine and d- 
ſaiplize of the Church, threw you out of your pls 
ces and callings, And if as you have ſuffered 8 

| Confeſ- 


Ky -— © 8 
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in the Melting pot, 
Confeſſors, ſo you ſhall {ve as Confeſſors too, it ſhall 
" Wzppcar co your very advertarics,' that you have 
3 WMbten in the Meling Por ro your advantage, and 
you ſhall recover your Keputations as well as Legal 
Poſj eſs1018, 

But if any of you juſtly have ſuffered as evil do- 
© Werr, though nor according to a due courſeof Law, 
'" Wictic appear by your future amendment , that you 
have been betrered by your ſufferings, and though 
the flames have been ſharp, yet they have, purely 
purged our all your drofs, and your Tz, 

Then ſhall God and 2en be delighted in you, 
and Rygbteouſneſs and Peace break in upon us like 
an overflowing mighty ſtream, 'Then ſhall your of- 
fcrings and fervices be acceptable ro God, and 


Moſes hands lift up in prayer ſhall ftrengthen the Exod 17.re. 
hands of our Joſuah's and Rulers, and Afagi- 
frates, while they lift up the ſword of Fuſtice a- 
gainſt the Amalekrres, When Phineas the Prieſt 
prayed, as ſome render it, and Phineas the Magt- pz1.r06. 20; 
ſtrate executed Judgement, as others, then the Plague 52 
nu flajen, Oravit. Pa- 

" cop.” Cate | 

ne ; daic. Ver. Syriac. Dijudicavit, Pagnin. Jugius, 

In 

"at WY But, my Lords and Gentlemen, the Juſtices 

gl of the Peace, I need not mind you of your du- 

"If tics, if the Time would give leave. As you have 

of- eminently ſuffered by the finns of the Nation, fo 

2 | hope your ſenſe of your miſeries, which thofe 

ai- WY fins have broughtupon you, will make you friends 

1-W © Fuſtice and the Laws, without any other Aſonztor, 

= And it as Gods Name is called upon you, ſo = Pfal, 82,6, 

: G | 


good, and that you bear not the ſword 12 Vain, Tha 


7 UD AH'S purging, Oc. 
thall Judge for God too, and carry - your {elves y 
in his ſight, who ill fazdeth 22 the Congregatian 
of the Gods, to mark and judge them, then ſhakl i 
appear , that you are the Mzniſters of God to us fy 


ſhall the People ſpeak of your wiſdome , and the cy. 
gregation ſhall ſhew forth your praiſe ; then ſhall 
you make them ſenſible of the evil of our forme 
Governours, and bleſs God, that has 7eſtored x 
our Judges as at the firſt and our Counſellors as ati 
beginning, And you fhall be the happy, Inin. 
ments of repairing .our Breaches , and building, 
and eſtabliſhing our Feraſalem in Righteouſns 
and Peace, and we ſhall again be called a City 
Righteouſneſs , a faithfull City, Which God ot hi 
infinite mercy grant for Jeſus ſake Amen. 


THE E ND. 


